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So what is being done in the U.S.?

Á Little movement at the national level until recently

Á Since the mid-1990s 29 states have adopted plans to mitigate 
greenhouse gas emissions

Á Since 1993 some 170 U.S. local governments have joined 
ICLEIôs Cities for Climate Protection Campaign, committing to 
prepare climate action plans

Á Since the early 2000s three regional groupings of states have 
been organized for cap-and-trade in the 2010s



Data for this talk is from a 2007-8 study published in the Journal of 

the American Planning Association (Fall 2008) analyzing:

Á all 29 states with plans of some sort, 

Á all 18 Cities for Climate Protection members with more than 

500,000 residents, and 

Á 17 selected smaller trend-setter local jurisdictions



Origins and nature of U.S. climate plans

2006 temperature 

deviation from 100 

year average

Á The main motivation is usually not fear of catastrophes (hurricanes, 

drought, flooding), fear of dependence on foreign oil (weôve been 

dependent for a long time), or desire to stimulate green industry

Á Plans usually arise because elected leaders and citizens have a 

genuine desire to address the global problem

Á Plans also arise for political reasons: mayors and governors improve 

their reputations by setting GHG goals or initiating plans

Á The focus is usually city- or state-

wide, although some plans just 

consider government operations.

Á Plans usually set goals for 2012, 

2020, and/or 2050

Á Implementing plans has been 

much harder than creating them



Popular city actions :

Á Green government buildings   

(require LEED rating)

Á Alternative fuels for public fleets 

Á Municipal power from renewable 

sources

Á Methane recovery at landfills

Á Urban forestry programs

Á Expand recycling programs

Á Incentives for homeowners to 

add solar, upgrade efficiency

Popular state actions:

ÁGreen government buildings 

(require LEED rating)

ÁAlternative fuels for public  fleets

ÁRequire electric utilities to use 

renewable sources 

ÁRequire reduced CO2 

emissions from vehicles (more 

efficient vehicles)

Á Incentives for renewable energy 

ÁJoin regional alliances for cap-

and-trade

Roof of Chicagoôs green building 

resource center



Main elements of Boulderôs Climate Action 
Plan, adopted 2007, updated 2009:

ÁReduce workplace energy use through 
education, rebates, loans, building tune-
ups

ÁReduce residential energy use through 
smart grid, education, rebates, loans, 
carbon tax, potential new code requirement 
for existing buildings

ÁTougher energy codes for new construction

ÁPromote solar, wind, and cogeneration 
through grants, rebates, tax credits

ÁImprove bus, bike, and pedestrian 
transportation; reduce use of public fleets

ÁPromote waste reduction

ÁUrban forestry

Example: Boulder, Colorado


